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Annual Report

A United Way Funded Agency

Our Vision
LDA-Niagara Region’s vision is that of a strong and inclusive society where
individuals living with learning disabilities are confident, successfully
educated, resilient and self-sustaining.

Our Mission
Our purpose is to provide resources and support to individuals who are
affected by learning disabilities within the Niagara Region. We provide
leadership in learning disabilities advocacy, research, education and
services, and advance the full participation in society of children, youth and
adults with learning differences.
“[My daughter] is now
integrated back into a
classroom of
approximately 30
children…Since English
has been a success, she
has begun the integration
process within other
subjects such as Math
and Drama. All of your
volunteers, both your
administrative team and
your university students,
make a real difference!”
-- Reading Rocks,
November 2016
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2016 – 2017

Board of
Directors

A Message From LDANR’S Chair
Where has this year gone? Every year I get the

disabilities and I am happy to report that we

opportunity to sit back and reflect on the year that

continue to show improvements in pre- and post-

Dawn Lagesten

has passed and every time I am surprised at how

test scores for emergent literacy skills.

Chair

quickly September rolls around. This past year, I

Sandra Wilson

have grown my family and there is nothing like a

Treasurer

Jayne Morrish
Secretary

Steven Karnay
Director

Cynthia Palumbo
Director

Mario Palumbo
Director

Ted Nangle
Director

Brenda Taylor
Director

Robbin St. Pierre

new baby to make time move faster! For the
Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara, not
only did we see Chantelle Kurzawa welcome a new
baby boy to her family but we also saw the
beginnings of a new program.

teams, instructors, volunteers and our Board of
Directors. It has always been said, it takes a village to
raise a child; for the Learning Disabilities Association
of Niagara we are continually reminded that it takes

been able to pilot a new small group math

support children with Learning Disabilities.

intervention program. The S.M.A.R.T. program is
just the first step in responding to the demand from
Niagara families to really focus on not only
improving math skills but also to help to reduce the
math anxiety experienced by so many children.

Jennifer Molnar

to improve our LDANR family favourites. With the

Director

support from our staff, summer interns, research

a community to continue to provide programs to

But it isn’t all about the new, it’s about continuing

Mike Molnar

possible without the hard work and continued

Thanks to the Ontario Trillium Foundation we have

Director

Director

All our continued successes would not have been

help Brock University students, we continue to
research our programs to make sure they are
effective at alleviating symptoms of reading

We love being able to serve children and families in
the Niagara Region, our community truly feels like a
family. So Niagara, stay tuned for more great ways
to get involved and support LDANR so we can
continue to see our family grow and strive.
Dawn Lagesten, CPA, CA
Board Chair
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A Message From LDANR’S Executive Director

Staff

When I think back to this past year, I am overwhelmed

programs truly would not be possible without our

with gratitude for the growing support of our agency.

dedicated volunteers, board, and staff.

While the local United Ways and The Branscombe Family
Foundation continue to funds LDANR so that we can
continue to serve children and youth with Learning

Samantha Sendzik
Executive Director (maternity
leave coverage)

Brittani Ali
Program Coordinator

Disabilities in Niagara, we also secured a new grant for
the 2016-2017 year from the Wise Guys Charity Fund.
This grant, coupled with an increase in donations and
fundraising dollars, has helped us in sustaining program
spots that would have otherwise been lost with the
culmination of multi-year grants.

Lauren Calvert
Project Coordinator (maternity
leave coverage)

Chantelle Kurzawa
Project Coordinator (currently
on maternity leave)

Stephanie McCorriston
Math Program Coordinator

Annette Cote
Bookkeeper

As Dawn mentioned, we also gained support to pilot a
math program, S.M.A.R.T., through funding from the
Ontario Trillium Foundation. This pilot project launched
in Spring 2017 and ends in December 2017. We are
hopeful that we will secure more funds for S.M.A.R.T. so

The growing support of our agency was also likely due to
the work of our Leadership Niagara team – a cohort of
professionals looking to strengthen and gain new
leadership skills by working closely with a local nonprofit. This group helped LDANR develop strategies to
increase awareness of Learning Disabilities and the
services we offer within the community. Although this
will continue to be a priority for LDANR, we have already
seen an impact from the work they have done.
On behalf of LDANR, I would like to thank the Niagara
community for recognizing the impact of our programs
on children living with Learning Disabilities; your growing
support is much appreciated!

that it can become a permanent ‘addition’ to our

We look forward to your continued involvement with our

successful programs.

agency – together we can continue to fulfill our mission

Over the past year we have also gained support through
many new eager board members and staff, while we also

of supporting children and youth with Learning
Disabilities in Niagara.

welcomed back many returning staff and volunteers. We

Samantha Sendzik, B.Ed., M.A.

again had over 200 volunteers involved with us over the

Executive Director

year, for whom we are sincerely grateful – these
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With a couple of large funding grants coming to an end within the past year, Learning
Disabilities Association of Niagara Region has been busy putting strategies in place to
sustain our current programs and the number of spots we offer. Some of these strategies
included increasing funds through fundraising initiatives, sponsorships, donations, and
program fees.
During the 2016-2017 year, LDANR was successful in bringing in enough funds to offset
the loss of funds from previous grants. This was made possible through a large increase in
donations, new revenue through our first Golf Tournament fundraiser, an increase in
program fees, as well as sponsorships. These initiatives, coupled with our continuous
funding through the local
United Ways, ensured LDANR
continued to offer our
evidence-based, direct impact
programming to children with
learning disabilities in
Niagara.
Over the next year, LDANR will continue to put these strategies in place to
ensure our programs remain accessible at a low cost to families in Niagara.

Did you know??
5-10% of children live with a learning disability. Many of these children are not identified or
diagnosed, but still require support services and programs.

Reading Rocks
Grades 2 – 10

Reading Rocks is a one-on-one reading program for children in grades 2 – 10 who
are behind in their reading. Through this program children are matched up with
literacy instructors who adapt a workstation and literacy program according to the
child’s needs (phonics, sight words, fluency). This program is designed to support
children with reading disabilities by working on their reading skills, self-esteem and
motivation.
Offered in St. Catharines, Welland and Beamsville.
“Thanks to [my son’s tutor]’s dedication, teaching style and her encouragement, she has given my son the confidence to read! …He is no longer afraid to
try! He even urged me to buy him books at our school’s book fair, and to top it off, he is actually reading them and they are not just collecting dust!
Furthermore, his younger brother watches his older brother and he too can see the change in him. His younger brother asks when he can go to Reading
Rocks! I strongly urge parents of children with reading or learning disabilities to consider this program and other programs offered by the Learning
Disability Association of Niagara since “The more you read the more things you know. The more that you learn the more places you’ll go” –Dr. Seuss”
-- Reading Rocks, 2016

Reading Rocks Jr.
Kindergarten – Grade 1

Reading Rocks Junior is a program that supports young children in
kindergarten to grade 1 who are struggling with early literacy skills. Children
work in small groups at workstations and receive some one-on-one support.
Literacy activities are hands-on and engaging. The goal of this program is to
provide support early before the child falls far behind in their reading.
Offered in St. Catharines, Niagara Falls, Fort Erie, and Fonthill.

Let’s R.E.A.D
Read, Explore And Discover
Grades 2 – 4

Let’s R.E.A.D. is a literacy intervention program designed to support children (Grades
2-4) with an identified or non-identified learning disability. While participating in
Let’s R.E.A.D., children will work on increasing their reading skills, self-esteem, and
motivation. Children will work within a small group setting and also with a one-onone literacy instructor in the area of their greatest need.
Offered in Niagara Falls, Fort Erie and Port Colborne.
“Since participating in Let’s R.E.A.D. [my daughter] is more excited about reading and that’s good. Great
program! Thank you for helping [my daughter]!”
-- Let’s R.E.A.D., 2016

B.E.S.T.
Better Emotional and Social Times
Ages 6 – 11

B.E.S.T. covers topics such as problem solving, communication skills, selfregulation, asking for help, dealing with frustration and more! Through
discussion, games, role-playing and direct instruction in small groups,
children learn how to interact successfully and gain a better understanding of
their strengths and areas of need while developing coping skills to allow
them to learn better.
Offered in St. Catharines.
“My experience as a BEST volunteer was extremely valuable and what I gained from it is hard to describe…Every night was full of laughs and fun… At times
things became more serious when dealing with the kids as they sometimes they would tell you about something they were struggling with. Those
experiences however reminded me that this volunteering wasn't just about running the program and having fun for a few hours. It was about interacting with
these kids in a meaningful way to impact their lives. That in itself is a rewarding experience. The BEST program is an extremely rewarding experience in all
aspect of the program delivery. I am honored to be apart of the team that gets to deliver this program and work with the amazing kids."
-- BEST Volunteer, Winter 2017

S.L.A.M.
Summer, Learning, Achievement & More!
Ages 6 – 10

S.L.A.M. is designed to support children with learning disabilities during summer
vacation. Children spend time working on their literacy skills and enjoy many
recreational activities (crafts, games, sports, swimming, etc.) and ALL of their time
working on self-advocacy, self-regulation and social skills. Children will work and
play in a friendly, supportive environment with low adult-child ratios. Summer
programs can be fun AND educational!
Offered in St. Catharines, Welland and Niagara Falls.

H.O.P.E.

Helping Others Parent Effectively

Formerly offered through Niagara Region, H.O.P.E. will continue to be offered through LDANR.
Support program for caregivers of children with ADHD.
Offered in St. Catharines.
“Since I started going, my confidence as a parent has increased [as well as] my ability to support my son in a way
that is conducive to improving his behaviour. I feel very supported by this group of volunteers and peers. I have
encouraged other friends to join. The guilt I had previously felt about my parenting and frustrations has decreased,
my patience has increased, and the constant reminder there are others out there with experience and also in the
same place as I am with my sons treatment has made me feel comfortable and more understanding toward my sons
behaviour. I would greatly encourage this group to continue and look forward to a new season of support.”
– HOPE Parent Participant, Winter 2017

For more program information, visit our website at
www.LDANiagara.org

4
2
1
3

Thank you to the following…
Volunteers
Jessica Abrams
Ali Ahmed
Elin An
Sydney Andrew
Jamie Lynn Anello
Rachel Angeloni
Judy Bartlett
Rebecca Basken
Michelle Beamer
Melissa Blackburn
Haley Bourque
Marissa Branscombe
Marisha Caesar-Phillip
Liam Cain
Dave Campbell
Hangchuan Cao
Julia Chamberlain
Harmonie Chan
Elizabeth Cole
Courtney Conlon
Colleen Cowan
Manda Craig
Wenjun (Zoe) Cui
Catherine Danko
Olivia DaSilva
Tessa Dean
Renee Deschenes
Rosemay Diaz
Tracy DiCostanzo
Amanda DiFonzo
Carol Anne Diguer

Olivia Dim
Barb Dixon
Barbara Dixon
Justin Domanico
Sarah Domanico
Kelly Dueck
Janelle Duerrstein
Jessica Dukic
Jessica Dussault
Kendra Ellis
Lavan Emin
Melisa Erogul
Julie Finnigan
Penny Fraser
Peggy Fundytus
Danielle Gaio
Shirley Gilmour
Emily Glencross
Dianne Goffin
Jaycee Graves
Stacey Groot
Victoria Gualtieri
Iva Gyosheva
Linda Hajrullahu
Shannon Halliday
Kaila Henderson
Rachel Herridge

Chuting (Nicole) Hu
Kaley Hughes
Katie Hunter
Leanne Hurley
Marina Iavarone
Danielle Jaime
Steve Karnay
Jonah Kember
Olivia Kit
Andria Knill
Julia Kokorelias
Danielle Kunkel
Jessika Kus
Kennedy Labatte
Dawn Lagesten
Vanessa Lamanna
Erin Legacy
Rebecca Leip
Tamara Lobo-Colaso
Anthony LoConte
Kenneth Lu
Sophia Mac
Brindusa Magagna
Matthew Marecek
Simon Marion
Gavin Martin
Adam Martynek
Lisa Matsumoto
Rachael Mazur
Alesia McBride

Jamal Mcfarlen
Maja Milakovic
Kathleen Monk
Jaymee Monteith
Kate Monteith
Emily Moore
Jayne Morrish
Amie Naccarato
Ted Nangle
Jessica (Huong) Nguyen
Mariah O'Donnell
Cindy Palumbo
Mario Palumbo
Danielle Parker
Victoria Parlatore
Kshin Patel
Lauren Penney
Natalie Piacentini
Karen Pryer
Tessa Radimer
Aleena Rahat
Abilasha Rajadurai
Emily Richard
Rachel Robinson
Cristina Rotella
Cailen Rotz
Delaney Ryan
Kayleigh Sanders
Mary-Claire Santibanez
Bowron

FACT:
For 85-90% of poor readers, prevention and early intervention programs can
increase their reading skills to average reading levels.
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Thank you to the following…
Brandi Saunders
Katie Schiralli
Celina Schrapp
Thomas Sestini
Charmi Shah
Neivin Shalabi
Jasmine Simpson
Anu Situ
Corynn Smith
Shelby Smith
Surim Son
John Steele
Jacob Stirpe
Robbin St. Pierre
Kelsey Styles
Michael Szymanski
Brenda Taylor
Anitta Tomiszer
Jessica Turk
Alissa Vandermeulen
Rebecca Vlemmix
Alanna Vopser
Jaye Webster
Sara White
Danielle Whitter
Chelsea Williamson
Meghan Wilson
Sandra Wilson
Chevonne Wint
Irisa Wong
Hunter Wright
Iris Yap
Kelsey Ykema
Mathura Yogalingam

Karina Zamora
Julia Zaniol
Caidie Zeng

Bingo Volunteers
Jane & Nick Casson
Frank Corlis
Camille Sneddon
Jamal McFarlane

H.O.P.E. Volunteers
Lynne Cayen
Glenda Kerrigan
Lorraine Rudolph
Debbie Stock

Placement Students
Shannon Braun
Tashana Cain
Ashley Dougan
Ishani Shah

Facilitators/Instructors
Danielle Adelstein
Riley Aitken
Brittani Ali
Kim Ali
Rebecca Basken
Sumayya Bemat
Marissa Branscombe
Jen Brown
Sharon Bulmer

Alanah Claus
Colleen Cowan
Rachel Cranfield
Shirley Delaney
Amanda Dobrindt
Holly Eccles
Sophia Fuciarelli
Victoria Giacomino
Emily Glencross
Kristen Golia
Cassandra Gordon
Melanie Grice
Sora Han
Emily Hunter
Alanna Kitching
Jessica La Vigna
Keegan Langelaan
Cassie Lavelle
Morgan Little
Ashley Manuel
Stephanie McCorriston
Justine Mitchell
Jacob Murre
Denise Naik
Emily Napper
Alexa Oakley
Tatiana Osorio
Kate Ottaway
Alexis Pizzo
Nicole Presse
Olivia Rondeau
Stephanie Sferrazza
Jesse Shortt
Angela Smith
Brianna Spratt
Melissa Stephens

Kim Symons
Sara Tabbert (Trapnell)
Kerrison Tardif
Rochelle Tkach
Erin Varga
Bridget Veltri
Nicole Winter

Research Team
Jake Maiuri
Stephanie McCorriston
Rachel Meighan
Janessa Shaw

YOU can make a
difference!
Lend a hand and become an
advocate, volunteer, sponsor,
donate, facilitate, fundraise, or
simply help spread the word!
To Join the LDANR team, visit
www.LDANiagara.org
Volunteer intake forms are
available online!

Thank you to our Funders!

Thank you to our Sponsors!
St. Catharines

Thank you to our Supporters!

King St. Branch

Thank you to our Partners!
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Thank you to our Research Teams!
LDANR is grateful for our continued partnership with Brock University’s Child and Youth
Studies Department and the numerous undergrad and grad students that get involved with
the LDANR programs. The research team, led by Dr. John McNamara provides LDANR with
undergrad and grad students who collaborate with LDANR to study the efficacy of the
programs to ensure quality programs continue to be implemented year after year.

Thank you to our Donors!
Church of the Good Shepherd

Darren Platakis

Beverley Bellingham

Binkley Toys Inc.

Mary Anne Barnes

Camille Snedden

Patricia Larosa

Eileen Graham

Ann Hill

Lynne McMurray

Sara Cumming

Angela Omrow

Rosemary Herr

Stanka Ribarovic

Joyce Dunbar

Andrew Petriw

Sandra Downey

John Taggart

Dawn Lagesten

Mary Dobson

Benjamin Moore

GHD Limited – Canada

Carol Penner

Kay Surface

United Way of Toronto

Cape Bretton University

Ralph Suntz

Ryan Gillen

Maureen Potton

Rotary Club of St. Catharines

Sherri Branscombe

Joanna Vanheusden

Club Italia

Debbie Hutton

Roy Zuccarello

Blue Sea Philanthropy

KPMG Employees

366 St. Paul Street, St. Catharines, ON L2R 3N2
Phone: (905) 641-1021 | www.LDANiagara.org | Fax: (905)-641-2336
Charity # 73291 9097 RR 0001

/LDANiagara

@LDANR1

A United Way Funded Agency

/ldaniagara

