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Our Vision
LDA-Niagara Region’s vision is that of a strong
and inclusive society where individuals living with
learning disabilities are confident, successfully
educated, resilient and self-sustaining.
Our Mission
Our purpose is to provide resources and support
to individuals who are affected by learning
disabilities within the Niagara Region. We provide
leadership in learning disabilities advocacy,
research, education and services, and advance
the full participation in society of children, youth
and adults with learning differences.
Follow us on…

@LDANR1

Like us on…

Learning Disabilities Association
of Niagara Region
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Dear LDANR Members and Friends,
As I reflect back on the 2014-15 year, I see all our great
successes, all which would not have been possible
without the hard work and continued support from our
staff, summer interns, research team, facilitators,
volunteers and our Board of Directors. It has always
been said, it takes a village to raise a child; for the
Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara Region we
are continually reminded that it takes a community to
continue to provide programs to support children with
Learning Disabilities.
A year in review:
Over 200 volunteers
Over 400 children served
3 staff
86 facilitators
2 summer interns
1 research team
1 fundraising event
1 project team from Leadership Niagara
7 Board of Directors
All of this would not be possible without the support of
the Niagara Region. It takes hundreds of people alone
to offer our programs:
Reading Rocks
Reading Rocks Junior
Let’s Read
Better Emotional & Social Times
Sunshine Learning Achievement & More
Helping Others Parent Effectively
CHAMPS & JAM (UW ASP)
As a charitable organization, our programs are
dependent on the support of funding whether it be
provided by grants, sponsorships, donations, Bingo

revenue, fundraising events and other. With the end of
our previous Niagara Prosperity Initiative grant, we
looked towards new initiatives made possible by the
three-year grant awarded by the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. We are committed to continue to look to
new ways to fund our programming so we can continue
to offer the much needed programs to children with
Learning Disabilities.
As I reflect back on the last year, I can’t help but see the
impact the Learning Disabilities Association is making in
the Niagara Region. All of this would not have been
possible without the dedication or our hundreds of
volunteers and facilitators, but most importantly this is all
made possible by our staff. Ashley Short, Chantelle
Kurzawa, Sarah Farrell and Annette Cote are incredible
at making sure all of our programs come together at the
end of the day.
On behalf of the Board of Directors I want to say a big
THANK YOU to everyone that comes together to support
the Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara Region
and we are looking forward to another successful year
for the 2015-16 year.
Dawn Lagesten, CPA, CA

A MESSAGE FROM
LDANR’S CHAIR
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Dear LDANR Members and friends,

Board of Directors
Chair: Dawn Lagesten
Past-Chair:
Dr. John McNamara
Secretary: Michael Reich
Treasurer: Open
Director: Steven Karnay
Director: Cynthia
Palumbo
Director: Mario Palumbo
Director: Catherine
Radimer

Staff

It has been five years now, the LDANR
has welcomed me to the team and it is

Now, at a turning point, LDANR has made
another decision, which is to roll out a plan to

strong board of directors, incredibly

ensure these effective programs can continue

hard working staff, talented program

being offered in Niagara to very deserving

facilitators and volunteers and members

children. While we continue to apply for grants,

that support this community. Five years

receive local support from the United Ways and

ago, the decision was made to offer

the Niagara Community Foundation, we are

direct-impact programs to support

seeking support from individual donors, corporate

children with learning disabilities to

sponsors and support from our membership.

Niagara and to increase our reach. We
knew LDANR was fortunate to receive a
large multi-year grant from the Ontario
Trillium Foundation to begin piloting
programs, what we did not expect was

Program Coordinator:
Sarah Farrell

grant as well as multiple Niagara

Bookkeeper:
Annette Cote

specifically designed for children with LDs.

an absolute pleasure to work with a

Executive Director:
Ashley Short

Project Coordinator:
Samantha Sendzik
(Chantelle Kurzawa on
maternity leave)

now has a full day summer learning program

to receive a second OTF multi-year
Prosperity Initiative grants. These grants

This is an exciting time for LDs in Niagara,
with a strong LDA thanks to our members, funders,
sponsors, and partners, and of course our
volunteers we can continue assisting children in
reaching their full potential. Let us know how
you’d like to offer your support!
Ashley Short, B.Ed., M.A.

along with local support allowed us to
successfully pilot our current programs:
Reading Rocks, Reading Rocks Junior,
Let’s READ & BEST. Thanks to the
Branscombe Family Foundation Niagara

A MESSAGE FROM
LDANR’S
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Financial Statements for the Year Ended March 31st, 2015
Revenues
Business Education Council of Niagara
Canadian Tire Financial Services
Niagara Community Foundation
Ontario Trillium Foundation
The Branscombe Family Foundation
United Way
Human Resources and Skills Development Canada
Bingo Revenue
Donations
Membership Fees
Other Revenues
Program Fees
TOTAL REVENUES
Expenses
Accounting a bookkeeping
Bank charges and interest
Fixed asset purchases (note 3)
Fundraising expenses
Insurance
Memberships
Office supplies
Permits and rental fees
Photocopying expenses
Professional development
Program facilitator fees
Program supplies
Public awareness and advertising
Rent
Salaries and benefits
Telephone and internet
Travel
Total Expenses
Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenses for
the year

2015
$43,491
$1,200
$1,000
$43,050
$32,820
$113,149
$5,724
$9,039
$2,016
$3,731
$4,278
$15,205
$274,703

2014
$52,835
$1,200
$1,500
$42,457
$31,340
$107,771
$5,364
$7,228
$3,788
$4,319
$4,111
$12,852
$274,765

$7,948
$1,100
$1,220
$1,549
$1,989
$238
$1,768
$2,612
$2,951
$30
$75,925
$11,479
$321
$7,200
$141,084
$2,056
$1,112
$260,582
$14,121

$9,282
$1,282
$961
$1,162
$1,489
$222
$1,392
$4,247
$4,203
$400
$87,394
$10,169
$1,430
$7,200
$142,642
$2,055
$1,579
$277,109
($2,344)

1
2

The Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara Region
has grown a lot since 2010. With the expansion of
programs to support children with LDs, LDANR’s
membership tripled, partnerships developed and now
over 200 individuals volunteer each year. This results in
hundreds of children receiving effective support to assist
them in reaching their full potential. To pilot these
programs, LDANR was a recipient of an Ontario Trillium
Foundation grant and Niagara Prosperity Initiative grants,
which covered the costs of these new programs.
With the success of the pilots, LDANR is happy to share that
Reading Rocks, Reading Rocks Junior, B.E.S.T. and Let’s
R.E.A.D. will continue to be offered in Niagara for children
living with learning disabilities. To keep costs low for families
LDANR has strategized a plan to combine various revenue
streams to avoid the whole cost falling on the families in
need of the programs. Along with introducing a program
sliding-fee scale, LDANR will continue to apply for grants
and further reach out to the Niagara community for
support in way of donations and corporate sponsorships.

5-10% of children live with a
learning disability. Many of
these children are not
identified or diagnosed, but
still require support services
and programs.

Reading Rocks

Reading Rocks Junior

Reading Rocks is a one-on-one
reading program for children who
are behind in their reading.
Through this program children are
matched up with literacy
instructors who adapt a
workstation and literacy program
according to the child’s needs
(phonics, sight words, fluency).
This program is designed to
support children with reading
disabilities by working on their
reading skills, self-esteem and
motivation.

Reading Rocks Junior is a
program that supports young
children who are struggling with
early literacy skills. Children work
in small groups at workstations
and receive some one-on-one
support. Literacy activities are
hands-on and engaging. The
goal of this program is to provide
support early before the child
falls far behind in their reading.

Offered in St. Catharines, Welland
and Beamsville.

Offered in St. Catharines,
Niagara Falls, Fort Erie, Thorold,
Welland and Fonthill.

Let’s
READ, EXPLORE AND DISCOVER
Let’s R.E.A.D. is a literacy
intervention program designed
to support children (Grades 2-4)
with an identified or nonidentified learning disability.
While participating in Let’s
R.E.A.D., children will work on
increasing their reading skills,
self-esteem, and motivation.
Children will work within a small
group setting and also with a
one-on-one literacy instructor in
the area of their greatest need.
Offered in Niagara Falls, Fort Erie
and Port Colborne.

Better Emotional & Social Times
B.E.S.T. covers topics such as
problem solving,
communication skills, selfregulation, asking for help,
dealing with frustration and
more! Through discussion,
games, role-playing and direct
instruction in small groups,
children learn how to interact
successfully and gain a better
understanding of their
strengths and areas of need
while developing coping skills
to allow them to learn better.
Offered in St. Catharines.

Sunshine Learning Achievement
& More
S.L.A.M. is designed to support
children with learning disabilities
during summer vacation.
Children spend time working on
their literacy skills and enjoy
many recreational activities
(crafts, games, sports, swimming,
etc.) and ALL of their time
working on self-advocacy, selfregulation and social skills.
Children will work and play in a
friendly, supportive environment
with low adult-child ratios.
Summer programs can be fun
AND educational!

Helping Others Parent Effectively
H.O.P.E.
Formally offered through Niagara
Region, H.O.P.E. will continue to
be offered through LDANR.
Support program for caregivers of
children with ADHD.

Program details can
be found at
www.LDANiagara.org

What people are saying about LDANR programs:
I absolutely love the one-on-one ratio and
the fact that the tutor engages with my
son’s interests. My son jumped up 4
reading levels since the beginning of the
school year. I believe Reading Rocks has
given my son more confidence and
skills/strategies to help with his literacy
skills.
-- Reading Rocks, 2014

What I observed from the
program was the children
were connecting with each
other; they are being taught
that they have many
strengths to share and are
each valued for their unique
learning styles.

Our son is starting to increase his selfconfidence with his reading and is less
afraid to take chances on words.
-- Let’s R.E.A.D., 2013

-- B.E.S.T., 2014

The Reading Rocks Junior
program has been a positive
influence on my son. He enjoys
coming to the program twice a
week and telling me what he
has learned. His reading is
improving week by week and, in
turn, this is building his
confidence too. I am very
pleased with the program and
will continue to enroll my son
again.

The children were connecting with
each other; they are being taught
they have many strengths to share
and are each valued for their
unique learning styles.

-- Reading Rocks Junior, 2014

-- B.E.S.T., 2014

First off, I wanted to say thank
you for giving [my child] this
opportunity. He had such an
amazing time at camp. The
motivation he is showing is mind
blowing… He had me in tears
hearing him talk about being a
team player and sharing. We
have been able to talk about his
day where he normally says, “I
forget.” I am so grateful we
found you!
-- S.L.A.M., 2014
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Thank you to the following:
Volunteers
Ralfh Abad
Tashuva Afreen
Ali Ahmed
Tania Aleo
Brittani Ali
Mustafa Ali
Laura Almudevar
Daniel An
Jamie Lynn Anello
Ashley Arriola
Sandy Bain
Sutherland Barnett
Meaghan Beaton
Stephanie Beni
Julia Bikinas
Mushalika Biswas
Lyndsay Bowen
Kamaljot Brar
Marissa Branscombe
Shawn Bright
Carlisle Britton
Megan Brown
Brittany Campbell
Leigh Canzio
Megan Carr
Laura Carroll

Meagan Casier
Jane Casson
Nick Casson
Lynne Cayen
Ariel Chen
Zhuo (Steven) Chen
Katie Churchill
Lauren Clapdrop
Mac Connett
Danielle Corcoran
Maureen Cropps
Lauren Curtas
Alfonso D’Ambra
Melissa D’Uva
Amanda Da Silva
Sarah Dart
Malorie Del Vecchio
Janelyn Dela Cruz
Jaspreet Dhillon
Jennie Dineen
Naomi Dinniwell
Jen Dockx
Melissa Dornekamp
Chelsea Duckett
Veronica Dunlop
Corinna Easton
Ariel Fan
Jackie Farquharson

Karen Ferrelli
Julie Finnigan
Andrea Foderaro
Cassandra Fournier
Sabrina Gallo
Victoria Giacomino
Brokke Gibbons
Jonathan Giles
Brittany Gilmour
Dianne Goffin
Andrea Gosnell
Amy Graham
Vea Guo
Linda Harris
Emilt Hartless
Sarah Hayter
Cindy He
Shannon Hicks
Stephanie Hodgson
Taylor Horth
Jake Hunter
Melanie Jakobschuk
Jessie Joseph
Kate Keating
Cynthia Kelly
Sydney Kerr
Glanda Kerrigan
Alanna Kitching

Amanda Klassen
Theresa Kleisath
Katharina Krause
Carla Kuhn
Sungmi Kwon
Jane Lapko
Theresa Lawrason
Taryn Lee
Yuijin Lee
Ethan Lofts
Alicia Manco
Daniel Mannella
Ashley Manuel
Sydney March
Katelyn McCarl
Stephanie McCorriston
Maeve Mcleod
Sydney McMullin
Rachel Meighan
Kayla Meissner
Kerri Michaud
Julia Miskimin
Jimmy Mitchell
Alicia Mohammed
Kate Monteith
Indira Moores
Louise Morgan
Leah Morrison
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Thank you to the following:
Samantha MurpheyLaevens
Emily Napper
Kylie O’Neil
Anjuli Ner
Alexis Nicol
Alexa Oakley
Sabrina Olij
Tatiana Osorio
Veronica Parhizgar
Danielle Parker
Mariah Perry
Karissa Persaud
Claire Petrocco
Maria Pillitteri
Parri Pozzobon
Alysha Pula
Evelyn Qing
Michelle Reece
Laura Reeves
Alysha Robertson
Elisa Rocci
Michael Rogers
Natalie Romanow
Olivia Rondeau
Miriam Rose
Delaney Ryan
Katie Schiralli

Jessica Schryer
Allison Scott
Taylor Shackleton
Jordan Sherlock
Hana Shin
Jesse Shortt
Jamee Simpson
Angela Smith
Surim Son
Karolina Spiak
Jennifer Stanley
Sofia Staz
Jamie Stewart
Debbie Stock
Carolyn Strange
Bianca Teach
Elyse Tithecott
Rochelle Tkach
Rebacca Tong
Leasa Uguccioni
Colleen Vanderwielen
Maura Vendrig
Haley Veronyak
Rachael Verschoor
Leah Waldes
Suzanne Walley
Angela Watson
Holly Weasner

Melissa Weaver
Jaye Webster
Danielle Whitter
Amy Wilcox
Lindsay Wild
Dori Wilner
Taylor Wright
Mary Wyslocky
Christine Yaromich
Angel Yeung
Vivian Zhang
Zoe Zhor

Placement Students
Keeley Dutcher
Megan Selby
Cierra Stante

Facilitators
Riley Aitken
Brittani Ali
Lisa Bain
Cassandra Baker
Rebecca Basken
Sarah Boulton
Vanessa Clark
Angie Corredor

Lindsay Dalli
Erin Davis
Shirley Delaney
Kelsey Dick
Christine Froelich-Fivey
Victoria Giacomino
Kristen Golia
Cassandra Gordon
Melanie Grice
Rachael Haynes
Amy Hunter
Erica Hutton
Keegan JohnsonLangelaan
Bobby Kaspar
Bohumil Kaspar
Nicole Keizerwaard
Syndey Kerr
Freda Kleine Deters
Cassie Lavelle
Brigette LeBlanc
Laura Lortie
Kendra MacPherson
Stephanie McCorriston
Danielle McDougall
Kristi McDougall
Emily Napper
Michelle Name
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Thank you to the following:
Cherise Pantin
Rose Perri
Mariah Perry
Ally Phillips
Natalie Spadafora
Dana Szabo
Rochelle Tkach
Leasa Uguccioni
Birdget Veltri
Kimberly Visser
Jessica Williams
Taylor Wright

Research Team
Dr. John McNamara
Sydney Kerr
Hilary Scruton
Hana Shin
Leigh Canzio
Melanie Jakobschuk

LDANR is grateful for a partnership with
Brock University’s Child and Youth Studies
department and the numerous undergrad
and grad students that get involved with
the LDANR programs. The research team,
led by Dr. John McNamara provides
LDANR with undergrad and grad students
who collaborate with LDANR to study the
efficacy of the programs to ensure quality
programs continue to be implemented
year after year. Thank you to you all!

FACT:
For 85-90% of poor
readers, prevention
and early
intervention
programs can
increase their
reading skills to
average reading
levels.

YOU can make a difference!
Lend a hand and become an advocate, volunteer, sponsor,
donate, facilitate, fundraise, or simply help spread the word!
To Join the LDANR team, visit www.LDANiagara.org
Volunteer intake forms are available online!

Thank you to Supporters:

KING ST. BRANCH

Thank you to those
who contributed to
LDANR’s
sustainability!

LDANR Office
366 St. Paul Street
St. Catharines, ON, L2R 3N2
905-641-1021
www.LDANiagara.org
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